The Crisis
Defective Methods of Control
Fascism and Communism attract the best of their
supporters precisely by offering a new sense of the
common good, shared by all the members of a com-
munity; for, whatever may be said against these
gospels, it would be foolish to underestimate the
genuine idealism which has gained for them the
support of generous youth. Both the gospels, which
advocate violence as a means, conceive the purpose
not as a victory of one interest over another, but as
the creation of a new community. They contrast
the balance of conflicting egoisms, which they wrongly
suppose to be "democracy," with the devotion of
each person to a common good. Fascists live for
"the nation"; Communists for "the proletariat."
But each gospel attempts to secure the union of its
supporters by making a conscious plan for the common
advantage of a whole community. The difficulty
in accepting their claims is not an objection to devoting
one's self to a common good; it is first that the good
they advocate is not "common" enough, because
Nazis exclude Jews, Fascists exclude Socialists,
and Communists exclude capital-owners from a
share; and secondly, the good they offer is not good
enough, because it excludes that "good" which is
choosing one's own good. But these points will be discussed
later.
The most dangerous element in Fascism or Com-
munism is what is good in it; but their answer to
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